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December 10,2002

Paul B. Baker, Reclamation Biologist
State of Utah Department of Natural Resources
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite l2l0
P.O. Box 145801

Salt Lake City, UT 841l4-5801

Re: Electric Transfornrers at Mine Sites

Dear Mr. Baker:

RECEIVED

DEC ! 3 2CC2

Dtv. oF otL, GAs&MtNtNG

The Division of Oil. Gas arrd Mining (the "Division") conducted Site Inspections at the Rim
Mine (PermiIMl0371006) on August 14,2002, and at the Hecla Shaft (PermitMl0371043), Redd
Block IV (Permit M10371046), LaSal/Beaver/Snowball (Permit ll41037/026), and the Pandora
(Permit M10371012) on N4ay 1,2002, and again on August 15,2002. Representatives of the
Operator acconrpanied the Division personnel and the BLM representative on the inspections on
August 15.

Or-re item noted during the Site Inspections was tlre topic of electrical transfon"rrers at the ntine
sites. The Division inspectors and the BLM representative requested that the Operator provide a

list of the transfonrers at the rnine sites, and the list is to include tlie PCB analyses that were
performed on the transformers. This list is attached herewith.

In response to a specific incident at the Rim Mine, and to address other stability and security
concerns, the Operator has undertaken a nurnber of actions pertaining to electrical transforurers
at the mines sites. The fbllowing chronology describes site activities that have involved
transformers at the nrine sites:

L April, 2002 - Rim Mine. The BLM Monticello office and San Juan County notified
the Operator that a transformer pole (service to mine vent hole) had blown down at

the Rim N4ine and spilled the contents of three transformers. The Operator dispatched
a representative to test the spilled oil for PCB contamination and to clean up the
debris frorn the irrcident. The quick field tests for PCB's in the oil had negative
results (PCB -'iee). The contaminated soil was aerated by chiseling, and the spill site
was fenced. The three damaged transfbrmers were removed to the White Mesa Mill.
Samples of the oil and the contaminated soil were taken by the BLM and San Juan
County representatives. Subsequent analyses of these samples showed PCB levels
below detection limits.
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September 2002 - Rim Mine. The Operator initiated a number of site cleanup and
maintenance activities (will be reported separately) in Septernber. During the April
incident and the Site Inspection by Division personnel in August, a transformer
platform was noted to be sagging, and the transformers appeared to be in possible
danger of toppling. The Division requested that the Operator solve this problem.
The three transformers were removed frorn the platform in September 2002 and
moved to the White Mesa Mill for secure storage.
The site of the April transformer oil spill was re-aerated.

October 2002 - Pandora Mine. During surveying work to update site maps, the
Operator discovered that the main transformer bank at the Pandora Mine had been
vandalized - three transformers were shot which lead to leakage of a portion of the oil
contents of the transformers. Upon learning of this incident, the Operator directed
equipment and personnel that were conducting maintenance activities at nearby mine
sites to reloc.tte to the Pandora site. All transfbnners were renloved front the
platfbrrl (therc rarere six transfornrers at this site). and these transformers lrave been
moved to tlre White Mesa Mill fbr secure storage. The oil-corrtantinated soil under
the transfolnrer platfbrnt was thorouglrly, aerated by chiseling. Additional aeration
will be pertbrrned in the future to ensurc success o1'this renrediatiorr technique.

4. October 2002 - Pandorir West Undcrground. Tlrree transfbrmers, which provide
underground power. were removed I}om the platfbmr in the field, and the
transfbmrers \\,erc nroved to the White Mesa Mill for secure storaqe.

October 2002 - 2200 Vcnt. A total o1' four trarrsfbrrners were removed at a

transfornrer platlbrnr u,hich provided po\\,er to a vent farr. The transformers were
moved to the White Mesa Mill for securc storage.

October 2002 - LaSal Mine yard. Three transtbnners, which provided power for a
compressor station in the LaSal yard, had been removed from a platforn-r by the
previous Operator. These transformers were sitting on the ground and were
unsecured, so tl"ley were moved to the White Mesa Mill fbr secure storage.

7. October 2002 - Hecla Shaft. One large transfornrer used to provide surface power at
the mine site rvas moved to the White Mesa Mill for secure storage.

The trarrsfbrmers noted in tlie descriptions above are lrighlighted in l,ellow on the attached list.

2.

3.

5.
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The Operator has been surveying all mines sites in conjunction with the request for extension of
"Suspended Operations" status at the mines and to provide updated site maps to support
reclamation surety review. The Operator has also performed a number of site maintenance
chores (some of which are noted herein); the site activities will be reported in detail when we
submit new site maps in tl.re next few weeks.

Please contact me at 303-389-4161 or by e-mail at'twetz@intluranium.com' if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,4/4f
Terry'V. Wctz
Director of Pro-jcct Dcvclopment
Internatior-ral Uraniunr (USA) Corporation

Attachment

cc: Denice Swanke. Moab BLM
Ted McDougall. Monticello BLM
Ronald E. Belg
David C. Fr1'denlund
Ron F. Hoclrsteirr
Cerrtral Files Pcrrnits:M/037 1043

Mt037t026
Ml037l0t2
Mt037/046
Mt037t006
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llanufacturor Sample pCB LaboratoryPermlt/lflne Manufacturor serrar lfo. KvA Date hpmt Sheet Ava[. comments
Rlm lllne
Permlt M/037/006

LaSal/Snowball/Beaver
Permit M/037/026

A
\

A/ator Plant RTE 811027744 t5 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes
ffater Plant RTE 81 1 1 14596 15 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes
A/ater Plant RTE 81 1 1 14595 15 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes
tl Vent Hole T&R 13731 75 9/6/1989 N.D Yes lemo\€d Apf. Z)02
1 Vent Hole T&R 13732 75 9/6/1989 N.D, Yes temor/ed Apr. aD2t Vent Hole T&R 13738 75 916/1989 N.D Yes lemoved |,y.?o02

Vlain Sub RTE 751065021 167 9/6/1989 N.D. Yos temov€d sep.2002
Uain Sub RTE 7610122U 167 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes lemoved Sep. 2002
Uain Sub RTE 761027985 167 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes Removed Sep.2002
Hoist Westinghouse 63SKl 16 100 9/6/'t989 N.D. Yes
Hoist Westinghouse 635Kl 18 100 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes
loist Westinghouse 63SJ2017 100 9/6/1989 N.D. Yes

Pandora
Permlt M/037/012
vtain sub Westinghouse 784472539 167 8i31l1989 N.D. Yes Removed Oct2002
\,lain sub Westinghouse 784473301 167 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes lemoved Oct.2002
Main Sub Westinohouse 794204722 167 8/31/1989 N.D Yes lemoved Oc'..2OO2
Vain Sub Wagner 5114189 't67 6/31/1969 1.5 Yes lemoved Oct. 2002
Vlain Sub Waqner 5116415 167 8/3 t/1989 N.D. Yes lemoved Oct.2002
Vlain Sub Wagner 5116416 't67 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes Removed Oct. 2002y'y'est Underground T&R 20203 167 9/5/1989 53.0 Yes Removed Oct. 2002
West Underground T&R 20202 167 9/5/1989 30.0 Yes
West Underground T&R 20204 167 9/5/1989 41.O Yes
f4 Vent Hole RTE 772019732 50 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes
F4 Vent Hole RTE 772019736 tn 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes
14 Vent Hole RTE 772019733 50 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes
f5 Vent Hole RTE 7720298U 50 9/5i 1989 N.D. Yes
15 Vent Hole RTE 772029852 (n 9/5/1989 N.D Yes
t5 Vent Hole RTE 772029851 qn 9/5/1989 N.D. Yes
East Haulage Howard lnd. 422144575 167 8/31/1989 N.D Yes

=ast 
Haulage Howard Ind. 422164575 167 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes-ast Haulage Howard Ind. 422'til575 167 8/31/1989 N.D. Yes

Snowball Main Sub Moloney 1543U'l 100 8i31l1989 N.D Yes
Snowball Main Sub Molonev 1537621 100 8/31/1989 N.D Yes
Snowball Main Sub Moloney I 543538 100 8/31/1989 N.D Yes

1 Vent Hole Molonev 1 505303 50 8/31/1989 N.D Yes
1 Vent Hole Moloney 1489730 50 8i31l1989 J.Z Yes
1 Vent Hole Weaver 18216 8/3 1/1989 N.D Yes

t2 Vent Hole Westinghouse 61H't2391 50 8/31/1989 14.0 Yes
f2 Vent Hole Westinqhouse 61H12392 RN 8/31/1989 12.0 Yes
f2 Vent Hole Westinghouse 61 H 1 2393 50 8i31l1989 20.o Yes

Jddgrnd & Vent 1800 Weaver 19718 100 1t24t1985 4.6 Yes
Undgrnd & Vent 1800 Weaver 19720 100 'U24t1985 N.D Yes
Undgrnd & Vent 1800 Weaver 19719 't 00 112411985 8.4 Yes
3e|z. Marcus 18179 100 8122t1989 N.D Yes
2300 Vent Hole Westinghouse 17457 75 8/31/1989 4.4 Yes
2300 Vent Hole T&R 3'1147 100 8/3't/1989 32.0 Yes
2300 Vent Hole Standard 1 8014 100 6/31/1989 N.D Yes
2300 Vent Hole Standard 18015 100 8/31/1989 N.D Yes

1U10t2cF2
PCB Transformer Report - UT.xls



Manufacturer Sample LaboratoryPCB

'i

\\

Hecla Shaft
Pemlt M/037/043

Jeaver #1 General Electdc 183/.7 2fi 6E/1989 N.O Yes
3eaver {i2 General Electric 18348 250 613/1989 N.D Yes
3eaver #3 General Electric 18349 2fi 6X3/1989 N.D Yes
leaver #4 Moloney 1991 1 100 6t3/1989 N.D Yes
lard Central 19392 100 6R/1989 N.D Yes
Beaver #6 Central 19393 100 68/1989 N.D Yes
1060 Sub Westnghouse 1589187 100 6/3/1989 15.0 Yes
1060 Sub Westinghouse 1589186 100 613/1989 N.D Yes
1060 Sub Westinghouse 1589185 100 613/1989 15.0 Yes
)00 Vent Gardner 80226 50 6A/1989 N,O Yes
rco Vent Gardner 80227 50 6t3/1989 N.D Yes
900 Vent Gardner 80222 50 613/1989 N.D Yes
500 Vent General Electri< D966326-59Y 50 6A/1989 N.D Yes
500 Vent General Electri( D968923-59Y 50 6A/1989 N.D Y6s
500 Vent General Electri( D97195S59Y 50 6t3/1989 N.D Yes
2200 Venl Allis Chalmers 17f06,18 r00 6A/1989 N.D Yes Removed Oc/..2m.2
22fl) Vent Westinqhouse 64C630 2ffi 6/3/1989 74.0 Yes Removed Oc,.2002
2200 Vent Westinghouse 77fC7009 2fi 6/3/1989 N.D Yes Removed Od'aOO2
1200 Vent Westinghouse 64C629 zfi 6/3/1989 14.O Yes Removed Od..2002
-aSal Incline Molonev 148430 100 6/3/1989 N.D Yes
-asal Incline Moloney 1490603 100 6t3/1989 5.0 Yes
-aSal lncline Molonev 1484379 100 6/3/1989 N.D Yes
Yard Moloney 1489733 50 6/3/1989 N.D Yes
Yard Central 19391 100 6/3/1989 N,D Yes
-aSal XLE Comp Esco 23843 167 9t1t1991 2.O No Removed Od..2O02
-asal XLE Comp Esco 238/,4 167 9t1t1991 2.0 No Removed Oc..2002
-asal XLE ComD Esco 23845 '167 9/1/19€11 2.0 No Removed Od..2OO2
Seaver Shaft Howard 1 3051 -1 1 80 100 1111211990 No ian Miquel Pow€r
leaver Shafl Howard 29783-2280 100 11t12/1990 ') No ian Miquel Power
Beaver Shaft Howard 29781-2280 100 11t12t1990 ? No ian Miquel Power
Beaver #5 crc 18126 100 8/15/1989 14 Yes

'lecla Porter P690020 1000 6/3/1989 N.D. Yes
Weaver 19003 1000 68/1989 E1 0 Yes Removed Od..2OO2

\rain Sub - Oil Switch H1-1 8t6t1992 14.0 Yes
\rlain Sub - Oil Switch Hl-2 8t6t't992 21.0 Yes
tlain Sub - Oil Switch H1-3 8t6t1992 21.0 Yes
vlain Sub - Oil Switch H2-'l 8t6t1992 190 Yes
Matn Sub - Oil Switch H2-2 8t6t1992 20.0 Yes
Main Sub - Oil Switch H2-3 8t6t1992 10.0 Yes
Main Sub - Oil Switch H3-1 8t6t't992 13.0 Yes
Vain Sub - Oil Switch H3-2 8t6t1992 19.0 Yes
Vlain Sub - Oil Switch H3-3 8t6t1992 20.0 Yes
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